
             

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

FICTIONVILLE STUDIO in association with SUNDANCE CHANNEL and IMPACT PARTNERS present 

Th e  G la s s  H o u s e  
 

 “Superb cinema verité style. It deftly portrays a spirit of hopefulness.”  - Variety 
 

“A dramatic feature [constructed] around the forbidden stories of an ensemble of outcasts should not be 
underestimated.”  - David D'Arcy, Screen Daily 

 
“Its compelling female subjects make 'The Glass House' a crowd favorite.”  - Steve Ramos, Movie Jungle 

 
“One of those rare films that make you forget that you are watching a documentary.”   

- Setareh Sabety, Iranian.com 
 

 

 
 
 

For all International inquires:   

The Film Sales Company   
165 Madison Avenue, suite 601 NYC, NY  10016 

Tel: 212-481-5020  |  Fax: 212-481-5021 
contact@filmsalescorp.com  

www.filmsalescorp.com 
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A film by Hamid Rahmanian and Melissa Hibbard 

Iran/USA, Documentary; 92 minutes, ©2008 
In Persian with English subtitles 

Original Format: Standard Definition DV 
Screening Format: HDCAM, Digibeta, (NTSC/PAL) 

Official Website: www.fictionvillestudio.com/the-glass-house 
Contact: info@fictionvillestudio.com 

For high-res stills: http://fictionvillestudio.com/films/the-glass-house/the-glass-house-photogallery.html 

 

Synopsis: 

The fringes of Iranian society can be a lonely place, especially if you are a teenage girl with few resources 

to fall back on. The Glass House follows four girls striving to pull themselves out of the margins by 

attending a one-of-kind rehabilitation center in uptown Tehran.  Forget about the Iran that youʼve seen 

before.  With a virtually invisible camera, the girls of The Glass House take us on a never-before-seen 

tour of the underclass of Iran with their brave and defiant stories: Samira struggles to overcome forced 

drug addition; Mitra harnesses abandonment into her creative writing; Sussan teeters on a dangerous 

ledge after years of sexual abuse; and Nazila burgeons out of her hatred with her blazing rap music. This 

groundbreaking documentary reflects a side of Iran few have access to or paid attention to: a society lost 

to its traditions with nothing meaningful to replace them and a group of courageous women working to 

instill a sense of empowerment and hope into the minds and lives of otherwise discarded teenage girls.  

 

Synopsis (Short) 

The girls of The Glass House take us on a never-before-seen tour of the underclass of Iran as they strive 

to pull themselves out of the margins of society by attending a one-of-kind rehabilitation center in uptown 

Tehran.   
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Awards:  

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe Human Rights Award – Dokufest, 2009 

Best Feature Documentary – Dallas VideoFest, 2009 

Jury Award – Zagrebdox, 2010 
 

Festivals, Theatrical and Public Screenings 

IDFA – World Premiere, Amsterdam 

Sundance Film Festival – N. American Premiere, World Cinema Documentary Competition, Park City, UT 

19th African, Asian and Latin American Film Festival, Milan   

Philadelphia Film Festival, Philadelphia, PA 

Doc a Tunis, Tunisia 

Bahrain International Human Rights Film Festival, Bahrain 

Envision: Addressing Global Issues through Documentaries, New York City, NY 

NY Film Critics, Morristown, Paramus, NJ 

Stranger than Fiction - IFC Theater, New York City, NY 

Cinema Guild Theater, Albuquerque, NM (limited theatrical release) 

BAMCinemaFEST, Brooklyn, NY 

Paramount Center for the Arts, Peekskill, NY (limited theatrical release) 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA 

DokuFest Film Festival, Prizren, Kosovo 

Chelsea Art Museum/Rooftop Films, New York City, NY 

Tri Continental Film Festival, South Africa – Opening Night Film 

Festival de Rio, Rio de Janeiro 

Gene Siskel Film Center, Chicago, IL 

Milwaukee Film Festival, Milwaukee, WI 

Alice Paul Center, Philadelphia, PA 

Paley Docfest, New York City, NY 

Intersections Film Festival, Colorado Springs, CO 

Bergen Film Festival, Norway 

Freer Gallery, Washington DC  

Kabuki Sundance Theater, San Francisco, CA 

Aero Theater, Los Angeles, CA 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX 

Global Visions Film Festival, Montreal 

Dallas Video Festival, Dallas, TX 

Verzio Documentary Film Festival, Budapest 
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International Exile Film Festival, Gothenburg, Sweden  

Zagrebdox, Zaggreb, Croatia 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Yerba Buena, CA 

Womenʼs Film Festival, Brattlesboro, VT 



THE GLASS HOUSE -  Press book  

 5 

 

 

Marjaneh Halati is the passionate Iranian therapist who established the Omid e 
Mehr center in 2004 in Tehran, Iran.  Her goal is to instill a sense of empowerment 
into the lives of young under-privileged women attending her center.  She travels 
back and forth between London where she lives and Iran frequently to make sure 
the center is running up to her high standards and to give all her girls a bit of 
mothering, something few of them have ever felt. 

 

Samira is only 14 years old.  After her parents divorced, she lived alone with her 
mother who gave a lethal combination of alcohol, crystal meth and ecstasy pills to 
the young girl to keep her out of her motherʼs hair. The social workers at the 
center work close with state agencies and doctors to try to help her recover but the 
task is overwhelming.   As an addict for more than 4 years, Samira must first 
overcome a dependency on drugs before she can begin the rehabilitation of her 
soul and spirit. 

 

Nazilla is 19 years old.  She is being groomed to eventually return to the center 
and work as social worker.  When her mother abandoned the family five years 
ago, Nazilla was left with the burden of taking care of 6 younger siblings and her 
father.  Most of those years she bottled up her own emotions and submitted to her 
elders and obligations.  Today she dreams of being a famous rap singer but 
dreams are hard to realize when the responsibilities of other peopleʼs lives weight 
down hard on you.  

 

Nooshin, 17 years old, strives along side her older sister, Nazila, to make 
something of her future.  With the Centerʼs guidance, she learns a trade and 
discovers that thereʼs more to success than a tough, man-hating façade. 

 

Mitra, 16, was abandoned by her mother at age 9.  Not only has she had to deal 
with her own loss but also physically suffered the anger and hurt of her father.  At 
the center for more than 6 months, Mitra is learning to fill the empty space her 
mother left behind with love for herself and her newly discovered talent for creative 
writing.  Still she goes home to her father every night where she is chided for 
being over weight and lazy.  This constant discouragement makes her struggle all 
the more difficult and physically dangerous. 

 

Susaan is 20 yeas old.  She uses temporary marriages to protect herself from the 
violence and sexual abuse from her brothers. Sheʼs getting an education, learning 
to defend herself and confronting her past at the center, but does she have what it 
takes to push herself over that jagged edge and make a good life for herself? 
While attending the center she has gone from one abusive relationship to another, 
in search of something or someone to hang on to. 

 

Nargess, Sussanʼs younger sister, is only 10 years old. While Sussan does her 
best to take care of her little sister, itʼs hardly enough to protect her from the 
dangers of her own home.  The center steps in to take Nargess from her abusive 
environment but the family and state stand in their way.  
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Credits: 

 

Shot, Edited & Directed by Hamid Rahmanian 

Written & Produced by Melissa Hibbard 

Original Music by David Bergeaud 

 

Sound Editing & Re-Rerecording: Christopher Harvengt & Paul Longstaffe 

Post Production Sound: High Voltage Sound 

Additional Post Production Sound: Todd-AO 

Todd-AO Mixer: Aaron Levy 

Additional Editing and Camera: Ebrahim Saeedi 

Post Production Services: LEVEL3 POST 

Colorist: Ron Nichols 

Technician: Joshua A. Baca 

Titles: Ian Camb 

Digital Effects: FlickerLab 

Effects Animator: Nikolay Nachev 

Legal Services: Zubi Rosner, LLP  

World Wide Sales: The Film Sales Corp. 

 

Thanks to the participants who bravely shared their lives and stories with us: 

Samira Babai, Sussan Najafi, Nargess Najafi, Mitra Salimi, Nazila Tayebi, Nooshin Tayebi 

 
 

 

 



THE GLASS HOUSE -  Press book  

 7 

Filmmakersʼ Biographies: 
 

Hamid Rahmanian holds a B.F.A. from the University of Tehran in Graphic Design and earned a M.F.A. 

in Computer Animation in 1997 from Pratt Institute. He received “The First Place College Award” (a 

student Emmy) from the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and was nominated for a Student 

Academy Award for his animation, THE SEVENTH DAY, among other awards in 1997.  In 1998, he was 

hired by Disney Feature Animation Company as a Look Development Artist where he worked on “Tarzan”, 

“The Emperorʼs New Groove” and “Dinosaur”.   His first 35 mm film, a 19 minute short, AN I WITHIN 

(1998), received Kodakʼs "Best Cinematography Award" and “Best American Short” from the LA Intʼl Short 

Film Festival. Mr. Rahmanian has made three documentaries on video: BREAKING BREAD (2000), SIR 

ALFRED OF CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT (2001) and SHAHRBANOO (2002), all of which have 

been well received by the media and worldwide audiences. In 2003, Mr. Rahmanian co-established the 

non-profit organization ARTEEAST - its mission statement to promote the arts and cultures of the Middle 

East in the United States. He completed his first feature length fiction film, DAY BREAK (2005) which 

premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival and has received a special prize at the Fajr Film 

Festival in Iran, the Jury Award at Annonay International Festival of First Films and “Best of the Middle 

East” from the Indianapolis International Film Festival.  He has recently completed his latest feature-

length documentary in Iran, THE GLASS HOUSE. 

 

Melissa Hibbard is a photographer and filmmaker. She earned her BA in Moving Image Arts in 1996 

from the College of Santa Fe where she studied documentary filmmaking.  Upon graduation, she moved 

to Los Angeles and worked in the film industry as an art director on feature films for five years. Her 

photographs have been exhibited in the US and abroad over the past 6 years.  She produced four 

documentaries on video: BREAKING BREAD (2000), which premiered on PBS and SIR ALFRED OF 

CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT (2001).  Both have been well received by the media and worldwide 

audiences. SHAHRBANOO (2002) premiered on PBS where it received among the highest ratings for an 

independently produced documentary. THE GLASS HOUSE (2008), produced in association with 

Sundance Channel, premiered at International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam in November 2008 

and Sundance Film Festival in 2009. In 2003, she co-established a non-profit organization – ARTEEAST - 

its mission statement to promote the arts and cultures of the Middle East and itʼs worldwide diasporas in 

the United States; she was a board member and the ArteEast Online Director through 2007.  
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Filmmakersʼ Biographies (cont.) 

 

David Bergeaud was born in Paris.  His desire to study Jazz and Contemporary Electronic Music brought 

him to Los Angeles in the early 80ʼs where he has resided ever since.  Inspired by a wide range of artists 

from Bella Bartok and Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan to Chemical Brothers, Miles Davis and Led Zeppelin, David 

quickly became known for the daring manner with which his music “stretches the envelope” of film scores 

and record production.  Weaving tastefully his classical background, world influences, love of jazz and 

fascination for technology driven urban sounds, David uniquely creates a tapestry of intricate sounds, 

rhythms and haunting melodies. Overlooking Los Angeles he has built a state of the art recording studio 

which houses a collection of over two hundred rare ethnic instruments acquired during his travels to more 

than forty countries. During his composing career David has collaborated with some of the most 

respected names in the industry and his music has been used on numerous projects produced and 

directed by the likes of Steven Spielberg (“Earth2”), Ang Lee (Lust Caution), Bob Zemekis (“Death 

Becomes Her”), Barry Sonnenfeld (“Secret Agent Man”) Barry Josephson (“Secret Agent Man”), Walter 

Sales (Motorcycle Diaries), Werner Herzog (Grizzly Man), Jane Campion (In The Cut), Alejadro Gonzalez 

Inarritu (21 Grams), Barry Levinson (“Sphere”), Mike Figgis (“Miss Julie”), Roman Polansky (“The 

Pianist”), George Miller (“Lorenzoʼs Oil”), Curtis Hanson (“River Wild”), Bill Brillstein (“C-16:FBI”) Brad 

Grey (“C-16:FBI”) and Raffaella De Laurentiis (ʻDragon, Vanishing Son”).   
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Directorʼs Statement: 

 

We wanted to make a film that erased the boundaries of place.  Our girlsʼ problems are not the issues of 

Iran but of modern urban societies.  Our challenge was making a film that audiences around the world can 

relate to.  We did not want people to come away from the film thinking these were the problems of others  

– “Poor Iranian girls… Glad those are not our problems.”  By creating an un-ethnic modern soundtrack, 

choosing super wide shots of Tehran to emphasis the anonymity of the city and following subjects that are 

confronting modern dilemmas, we were able to remove the label of “Iran-topic” from the film and tell a 

universal story that audiences around the world can connect to and hopefully come away inspired.    
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About Fictionville Studio: 

Fictionville Studio, LLC (formerly Prometheus Cinema) is an independent production company 

established in 2007 by husband and wife team Melissa Hibbard and Hamid Rahmanian.  Our goal is to 

produce engaging, socially responsible films that challenge our audiencesʼ perceptions about what they 

know and how they look at the world around them.  Acknowledging that the medium of film is the most 

powerful tool available to motivate the world around us, we strive to create artistic films that tell narrative 

stories that inspire and transform.   

For more information about Fictionville Studio go to: www.fictionvillestudio.com 

 

About Sundance Channel: 

Under the creative direction of Robert Redford, Sundance Channel is the television destination for 

independent-minded viewers seeking something different.  Bold, uncompromising and irreverent, 

Sundance Channel offers audiences a diverse and engaging selection of films, documentaries, and 

original programs, all unedited and commercial free.  Launched in 1996, Sundance Channel is subsidiary 

of Rainbow Media Holdings LLC.  Sundance Channel operates independently of the non-profit Sundance 

Institute and the Sundance Film Festival, but shares the overall Sundance mission of encouraging artistic 

freedom of expression.   

Sundance Channel's website address is www.sundancechannel.com. 

 

About Impact Partners:  

Impact Partners s a film investment services group for high-net worth individuals who seek to promote 

social change through film.  We pursue a dual-bottom line: we aim for both profit and the creation of films 

with significant social value. Films that IP members have financed or co-financed include BORN INTO 

BROTHELS (winner of the 2005 Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature); FREEHELD (winner of 

the 2007 Academy Award for Best Documentary Short);  GHOSTS OF ABU GHRAIB (winner of the 2007 

Emmy for Best Documentary Special);  and THE GARDEN (nominated for the 2009 Academy Award for 

Best Documentary Feature).  IP had four films at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival: CHILDREN OF 

INVENTION, NO IMPACT MAN, SERGIO, and THE GLASS HOUSE. IP is currently in production or 

development on more than 10 films, including new projects by Josh Marston (MARIA FULL OF GRACE), 

Jose Padilha (ELITE SQUAD, BUS 174), Rachel Boynton (OUR BRAND IS CRISIS), and Susan 

Motamed (ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM). Impact Partners was co-founded by Dan 

Cogan and Geralyn Dreyfous. The Executive Director of Impact Partners is Dan Cogan. 
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About Omid e Mehr: 

“Omid e Mehr was established in 2004 in Iran to strengthen the social, emotional, and economic 

competencies of disadvantaged young women (aged from 15 to 25), and provide them with a sense of 

self-worth and with the opportunities to experience a full range of life options through self-empowerment, 

education and training. Our clients have typically either been put into care from an early age, or run away 

from abusive homes, or live in extreme poverty. They often suffer from severe mental health and 

emotional difficulties, mostly stemming from their experiences of neglect, physical and sexual abuse, and 

exposure to drugs and violence. Despite their past difficulties, and the obstacles still facing them, our 

young clients have dreams. They yearn to participate in life, and to make meaningful contributions to the 

world around them. Omid's holistic approach provides these young clients with the opportunities to realize 

such dreams. They are offered the tools, structure and support to help them succeed. And, above all, we 

offer them the chance to be heard. The cornerstones of this approach are self-empowerment, education 

and training, supplemented by effective work placement, counseling and assistance.” 

To learn more about Omid e Mehr visit: http://www.omid-e-mehr.org/ 

 


